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FOR GILMORE 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM PARIS DATED JANUARY 19, 

1977 SENT SECSTATE WASHDC INFO PRAGUE, MOSCOW, 

WARSAW, LONDON, BONN, USBERLIN, BUCHAREST, SOFIA IS RE- 
PEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 01852 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLAB, FR, CZ 

SUBJECT: FRENCH INTELLECTUALS PROTEST ARREST OF 
J. GROHMAN 

1 . JOSEPH GROHMAN WHO AS REPORTED BY EMBASSY 
PRAGUE WAS RECENTLY ARRESTED UPON HIS RETURN TO 
PRAGUE ON A VISIT FROM HIS POST IN PARIS AS CZECH 
REPRESENTATIVE TO UNESCO AND WAS ACCUSED OF TREASON 
IS LIKELY TO BECOME ONE MORE SUBJECT OF WESTERN LETTER- 
WRITING TO EA GOVERNMENTS. THE INITIATIVE HAS BEEN 
TAKEN BY PEOPLE WHO HAD KNOWN GROHMAN FROM THE EARLY 
DAYS OF THE CREATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 
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STUDENTS (IUS) IN 1946 OF WHICH GROHMAN WAS THE FIRST 
PRESIDENT. 

2. THEIR FIRST MOVE WAS TO SEND A LETTER TO THE 
CZECH AMBASSADOR IN PARIS ON 1 1 JANUARY. THE LETTER, 
COUCHED IN COURTEOUS LANGUAGE, EXPRESSES SURPRISE FOR 
GROHMAN'S ARREST AND ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIM AND 
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HOPES THAT CZECHOSLOVAKIA WILL PROTECT ITS REPUTATION 
BY ASSURING THAT GROHMAN RECEIVES FAIR AND JUST TREAT- 
MENT. LETTER WAS SIGNED BY GUY PENNE, A MILITANT 
SOCIALIST, DEAN OF THE DENTAL SCHOOL IN PARIS 
UNIVERSITY VII, OF WHICH HE IS ALSO VICE PRESIDENT 
(PAST IUS PRESIDENT), PIERRE TROUVAT, WELL-KNOWN 
ATTORNEY IN PARIS AND FORMER IUS VICE PRESIDENT, PAUL 
BOUCHET, SUCCESSFUL ATTORNEY IN LYON, AND PIERRE 
ROSTINI, EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY LETTER ESOPE WHICH 
SPECIALIZES IN STUDIES OF COMMUNIST STRATEGY AND 
TACTICS. ROSTINI IS FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE PREPARATORY 
COMMITTEE WHICH LED TO IUS. 

3. THERE WAS AN INTERESTING REACTION FROM THE CZECH 
EMBASSY WHEN IT RECEIVED THE LETTER OF 1 1 JANUARY. 

EARLY THE FOLLOWING MORNING A CZECH DIPLOMAT CALLED 
PENNE'S OFFICE TO STATE THAT HIS SIGNATURE ON THE 
LETTER IS LIKELY TO CREATE PROBLEMS WITH REGARD TO 
THE UNIVERSITY EXCHANGE PROGRAM WHICH IS IN THE 
PROCESS OF BEING NEGOTIATED WITH PARIS UNIVERSITY 

VII AND THEREFORE MR. PENNE "HAD 24 HOURS" IN WHICH 
TO WITHDRAW HIS SIGNATURE FROM THE LETTER. PENNE'S 
OFFICE REPLIED IMMEDIATELY THAT THIS WAS OUT OF THE 
QUESTION. 

4. SIGNATORIES ARE PLANNING TO RELEASE THE LETTER 
TO THE FRENCH PAPERS IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS AND TO 
CIRCULATE IT TO OTHER FRENCH INTELLECTUALS FOR 
ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES. POTENTIAL SIGNATORIES THEY 
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INTEND TO SOLICIT INCLUDE PROFESSOR BERLINGUER IN 
ITALY, BROTHER OF PCI SECRETARY GENERAL, FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER OF SWEDEN O. PALME, BOTH OF WHOM WERE 
ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH IUS AND MUST HAVE KNOWN GROHMAN. 

5. ACCORDING TO ROSTINI THE FOUR SIGNATORIES OF THE 
FOREGOING LETTER ARE SPECULATING AROUND TWO EXPLANA- 
TIONS FOR GROHMAN S ARREST. ONE HAS TO DO WITH HIS 
FORMER WIFE, WHO WAS DESCRIBED AS "A PEST", WHO IS 
NOW MARRIED TO A SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SECURITY 
AFFAIRS. THEY CONSIDER POSSIBLE THAT SHE STILL 
CARRIES A GRUDGE AGAINST GROHMAN AND IS USING THIS 
OPPORTUNITY FOR REVENGE. THE OTHER EXPLANATION WHICH 
IS MORE POLITICAL IS BASED ON THE THEORY THAT THE 
CZECH GOVERNMENT WAS LOOKING FOR A SCAPEGOAT TO UN- 
LEASH A NEW WAVE OF TRIALS AND REPRESSION. AND 
GROHMAN FITTED THE BILL BECAUSE OF HIS FREQUENT 
ABSENCE AWAY FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND CONTACTS 
WITH THE WESTERN WORLD. 
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